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Aughton Junior Academy 
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	September 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	May 2024

	Name of the school music lead
	S Jinks

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	T Tomlinson

	Name of local music hub 
	Rotherham Music Hub 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
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	At Aughton Junior Academy, the music curriculum is thoughtfully designed to cultivate a deep appreciation for music, nurture essential musical skills, and offer inclusive learning experiences for all students. The commitment to inclusive practice is evident throughout the curriculum, with a focus on providing access to a broad and balanced learning environment for every child, regardless of their individual needs. Teachers maintain high expectations for each student and employ differentiated approaches to ensure that all learners can actively engage with and benefit from the music curriculum.

The structured music curriculum at Aughton Junior Academy features a clear progression between year groups outlined in the ACET Music Curriculum. This progressive approach enables students to build upon their musical skills and knowledge as they advance through Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The curriculum places a strong emphasis on developing listening skills, performing abilities, and musical creativity, aligning with national objectives to ensure that students receive a comprehensive music education.

Incorporating cross-curricular links, the music programme at Aughton Junior Academy integrates music with other subjects through carefully planned connections. By demonstrating how music relates to various areas of learning, students are encouraged to make interdisciplinary connections and deepen their understanding of the role of music in education and beyond. This approach enriches students' overall learning experience and underscores the interconnected nature of knowledge across different disciplines.

The engagement of students is emphasised through whole class music lessons, weekly assemblies, and opportunities for showcasing learning and performing skills. By encouraging students to use their voices expressively, experiment with sounds, and play instruments musically, the curriculum fosters creativity and confidence in musical expression. These practical and enriching musical experiences provide students with a platform to develop their musical abilities and showcase their talents.

Additionally, the music curriculum at Aughton Junior Academy demonstrates a thoughtful consideration of students with special educational needs and disabilities. Inclusive practices such as providing differentiated learning outcomes, using practical and accessible teaching methods, and offering resources like ear defenders and adapted musical instruments ensure that all students, regardless of their individual needs, can actively participate and benefit from music education. By embracing these inclusive practices, the school creates a supportive and accommodating environment where every child can engage with and enjoy the transformative power of music education. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
	At Aughton Junior Academy, the co-curricular provision is diverse and enriching, offering students a range of opportunities to engage with music, dance, and cultural activities beyond the regular curriculum. The school collaborates with various external providers to enhance students' learning experiences and foster a deeper appreciation for the arts. Here is an overview of the co-curricular activities available to students at Aughton Junior Academy:
Students across all year groups can participate in Rotherham Music Drumming workshops, providing them with hands-on experience in percussion and rhythm.
Young Voices performances are a highlight, allowing students to showcase their singing talents on a larger stage at Sheffield Arena. 
Students also enrich their understanding of music and performance through a workshop conducted by the Royal Opera House.
The school choir regularly performs a selection of songs from Young Voices and engages with cultural exchanges such as Y3's visit to One Voice.
Students in FS, Y1, and Y2 spread joy during the holiday season by performing carols at local residential homes annually, fostering community connections and spreading festive cheer.
To expose students to professional performances and theatrical arts, the entire school enjoys a pantomime performance delivered by a professional group on-site. The School Movement Festival, held at the Rotherham Civic Centre, celebrates music and dance, providing students with opportunities to appreciate and participate in artistic expression. 
Special cultural days include a Diwali Dance Day and a Chinese Dragon Dance, both facilitated by external providers to promote an understanding and appreciation of multicultural music traditions.
A Choir Club, held during lunchtimes weekly for Y3 to Y6 pupils, offers students the chance to further develop their musical talents and perform at various school events, including the summer fair, King's Coronation celebration, and sports day.
Additionally, educational visits, such as the trip to the Games Museum, engage students in using technology to create music, fostering creativity and innovative thinking within music education. 


Part C: Musical experiences
	At Aughton Junior Academy, the commitment to fostering a love for music and performing arts is evident through the school's wider links and opportunities with organizations such as Rotherham Music Hub and Young Voices. The school's enrichment activities have been a source of immense success, igniting children's passion for music and performance while providing them with valuable experiences beyond the classroom. Aughton Junior Academy's vibrant music program offers various avenues for students to explore their musical talents and engage with professional platforms, shaping them into confident and skilled performers.
Working alongside the Royal Opera House highlights the school's commitment to promoting cultural engagement and enriching students' understanding of the arts. This recognition signifies the school's dedication to providing immersive cultural experiences that broaden students' perspectives and appreciation for music and theatre.



In the future
	1. **Diversify Musical Repertoire**: Aim to broaden the range of musical genres and styles explored in the annual music festival and school musicals to expose students to a wider variety of music and expand their musical horizons.

2. **Inclusive Music Education**: Ensure that music education is inclusive and accessible to all students, including those with diverse learning styles or abilities, by providing tailored support, adaptive resources, and inclusive practices that accommodate the needs of every student.

3. **Professional Development for Staff**: Offer professional development opportunities for music staff to stay current with best practices, new trends in music education, and advancements in the industry to enhance their teaching skills and inspire students effectively.

4. **Sustainability of Music Program**: Develop a long-term plan for sustaining and growing the music program, securing resources, funding, and support, and creating a succession plan to ensure the continuity and growth of music education at the school.


Further information (optional)
	Rotherham Music Hub - https://www.rotherhammusic.co.uk 
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